
The Czech production of glass, pottery and ceramics has a centuries-long
tradition and enjoys a high reputation around the world. The Czech glass
industry is based on domestic materials, mainly sand, kaolin, feldspar and
crystal, deposited primarily in the mountain areas of Jizerské and the
Lužické mountains.

Most of the production recognized for its original design and excellent
quality is exported to foreign markets. For example, the exporting of glass-
ware accounted for more than four fifths of the total revenue in 2006 and
for almost three quarters of the total domestic production of ceramics and
pottery. Its positive balance, amounting to CZK 26.19 in 2008, signifi-
cantly strengthened the foreign trade balance of the whole manufacturing
industry. Demand for high-value-added products has been constantly 
increasing.

There are over 120 companies with more than 20 employees operating 
in the Czech glass-making industry. Almost 50 of them melt and process
glass, others process glass semi-products.

In addition to glass, pottery and ceramics, the Czech Republic is a large 
exporter of jewellery, jewellery components, stones and chandeliers. 
Preciosa in Jablonec nad Nisou is the leading world producer of cut 
crystal, specialising mainly in the production of machine-cut chatons 
and beads. Luxury drinking glasses made of coloured glass and crystal,
produced by Moser in Karlovy Vary, have traditionally been one of 
the key Czech products spread worldwide.

The Czech Republic is also world-famous for designing, developing and
creating original design objects made of glass, crystal and other precious

Revenue from the sale of products and services (in CZK billion)

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 index 08/07 (%)

Flat glass 14,27 15,38 15,86 15,99 17,76 18,17 102.3

Container glass 4,39 4,66 4,96 4,75 4,84 4,33 89.5

Other Glass 14,78 10,97 13,33 12,70 12,39 11,14 89.9

Glass fibers  4,14 4,81 4,23 4,53 5,42 4,39 81.0

Utility glass 7,84 6,79 5,30 5,38 5,77 5,00 86.7

Total of glass 45,42 42,61 43,68 43,35 46,18 43,03 93.2

Household china and pottery 3,37 2,83 2,63 2,34 2,90 2,66 91.7

Technical ceramics, sanitary ware 2,89 3,67 3,00 3,86 3,59 4,12 114.8

Total of ceramics 6,26 6,50 5,63 6,20 6,49 6,78 104.5

Glass and ceramics in total 51,68 49,11 49,31 49,55 52,67 49,81 94.6
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materials. The high standard of the design objects is a result of the experi-
ence and skills of many generations of Czech glassmakers, technology 
and procedures proved by history, craft perfection and traditional handi-
craft. Contemporary designers are well-educated and trained at high-
quality domestic and foreign schools of art. 

Besides these traditional products, the Czech Republic has recently be-
come a large producer of glassware for industrial use, such as container
glass, supplied mainly to the food industry, sheet glassware, used primarily
in construction, technical glassware for the chemical industry and lami-
nated and special glass for the automotive sector.

Czech bathroom ceramics are exported worldwide. Products from compa-
nies like Laufen, a member of the Roca group, with state-of-the-art pro-
duction facilities in Bechyně and Znojmo or Ideal Standard with its modern
manufacturing plant in Teplice find their customers on all continents.

Due to the long tradition of the glass making industry, there are renowned
companies manufacturing and selling glass furnaces, machinery and
equipment for glassworks and the production of glass and ceramics, pro-
viding full-scale services including projects and professional consulting.

The glass and ceramic industries as well as other segments frequently use
high-quality glass sand with an extremely high content of SiO2, various
types of kaolin, clay and feldspar. The Czech Republic has sufficient 
deposits of these raw materials which are exploited, treated, processed
and finally sold by a number of Czech and multinational companies 
to customers in the CR and abroad. 

The government agency CzechTrade encouraged the establishment of the
export alliance called Sans Souci Czech glass alliance, associating under-
takings involved in design, Czech glass and traditional Czech jewellery. 
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Czech Trade Promotion Agency
Head Office
Dittrichova 21, Prague 2
Czech Republic
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www.czechtradeoffices.com

Association of the Glass and Ceramic Industry of the CR, http://www.askpcr.cz
Czech Exporters Directory http://exporters.czechtrade.cz/en
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